Wallaroo
Preschool Centre
Week 1: Term 1: 2019

Diary Dates

Please save these important upcoming
dates in your diaries
Week 4:

Hello to all our new families and
welcome back to our returning
families.
We currently have 36 children
enrolled at preschool and we are so
excited for an amazing year of
wondering, thinking and growing
together.

Wednesday
20th February

Family evening & BBQ
at Kindy from 5:30pm, followed
by our Annual General Meeting
at 6:30pm.

Week 6:
Tuesday 5th
March

Beach Kindy begins for children
in the BLUE group. Further details
Thank you to everyone who has sent
provided soon.

Week 6:

Preschool Early Closure

Tuesday 5th
March

Please note the earlier pick up
time of 1:45pm.

Week 6:
Wednesday
6th March

Beach Kindy begins for children
in the RED group. Further details
provided soon.

Week 7:

Public Holiday

Monday 11th
March

Preschool will be closed

Week 7:

Pupil Free Day

Tuesday 12th
March

Preschool will be closed

Week 7:
Wednesday
13th March

Beach Kindy begins for children
in the GREEN group. Further
details provided soon.

Week 9:
Tuesday 26th
March

Beach Kindy begins for children
in the YELLOW group. Further
details provided soon.

Week 11:
Friday 12th
April

End of Term 1
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Phone: 8823 2389 Text: 0475 697 917
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in a family photo for our display, we
hope these are a great source of
comfort and connection to home for
children on their first days at
preschool and throughout the year.
We encourage you to send in a family
photo if you haven't done so yet.
Please check your communication
trays regularly and read our front
whiteboard each day to stay up to
date with events and important
messages.
Our ‘Parent Room’ is always available
if you would like a quiet place to sit, a
private space to speak with an
educator or if you are looking for
some handy brochures and
information sheets.
If you have any questions or would
just like a chat please approach one
of our educators, we would be more
than happy to support you.
♥Ashleigh, Belinda, Annie, Bronny,
Claire & Caroline.
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Preschool Information

Important information: A child who has been diagnosed as at risk of
ANAPHYLAXIS is enrolled at our preschool.
Please avoid sending foods to preschool that contain any nuts or
sesame seeds.
If you are unsure about any foods you wish to pack for your child
please speak with an educator.
Thank you for your support.

Meet our educators
These are the familiar faces you will see at kindy each week. We are all looking
forward to getting to know you and your child as we develop our relationship with
you throughout the year. Please feel free to introduce yourself and have a chat ♥
Ashleigh is often out of the centre due to leadership commitments and at times
other educators may be away for various reasons. Wherever possible we try to use
our regular educators to fill in to ensure continuity and familiarity for children and
families. This means you may see us at kindy on different days on some occasions.

Independence and self help skills are a vital component of children's development.
Please support your child develop this by encouraging them to:
Dress themselves (including socks and shoes!).
✦ Make choices that affect them: e.g. “Do you want a banana
or grapes for fruit today?”
✦ Involve them to help pack their own bag at home with
everything they need for kindy (hat, change of clothes,
water bottle, fruit & lunch). When they arrive at kindy they
can then unpack their bag and put it in their locker. Until
they are familiar with our routine they may need some
verbal prompts however please let them try and do it by
themselves. This also supports children to recognise and
find their own belongings throughout the day.
✦

✦

Think about how to solve a problem themselves- “What could you do to fix it?”
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1:45pm Kindy Early Closure: Once per term on a Tuesday
During 2019 all Preschools and Schools in the Northern Yorke Partnership
(Wallaroo, Kadina, Moonta, Bute & Port Broughton) will have an early closure once
per term to allow educators to work collaboratively across sites on specific areas of
professional development. We have followed this model of learning since 2016
and it continues to be highly successful. This has been approved by last year’s
Governing Council. Please note the earlier pick up times and make
arrangements to collect your child at 1:45pm on these dates.
Early closure dates for 2019
Term 1: Week 6
1:45pm Tuesday 5th March

Term 3: Week 3
1:45pm Tuesday 6th August

Term 2: Week 3
1:45pm Tuesday 14th May

Term 4: Week 5
1:45pm Tuesday 12th November

Family evening and BBQ at Kindy
followed by our Annual General Meeting

You are invited to join us for a family evening at Kindy on Wednesday 20th
February starting from 5:30pm. You will have the opportunity to explore the
centre, meet our other families and engage in kindy learning experiences with
your child. There will also be a free sausage sizzle provided. Following this at
6:30-7:30pm we will be having our Annual General Meeting where parents are
invited to attend and consider joining our Governing Council which meets twice
per term to discuss and make decisions concerning the centre. To support you to
attend the AGM children are able to be supervised during this time by our kindy
educators. We are very much looking forward to seeing you all there!

Dishes and Laundry Helpers
Each term families are rostered on for a few cleaning jobs
at the end of kindy. We ask you to arrive approximately 20
minutes prior to pick up time on your rostered day. This
usually involves washing all dishes in the kitchen sink and
paint brushes etc in the outside sink. Once per week our
laundry is also sent home with a family to be washed,
dried and returned the following week.
On the front whiteboard there is a blank Term 1 roster,
please write your name on the day that suits you best to
come in earlier and help out. If you don’t select a day we
will roster you on where needed. Rosters will be given
out during week 2.
Thank you for your time, it is greatly appreciated!

A little reminder: We know
many children (and their
siblings) love to climb on the
blue handrail out the front of
kindy. Unfortunately this is
not a space that has been
designed for climbing on
and is unsafe should they fall
onto the concrete. Please
discourage your children
from climbing and swinging
on this rail as they enter and
leave preschool each day.
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Preschool Information

Preschool Session Times
Our door will open at 8:45am each morning. Prior to this our educators are busy
setting up for the day and sharing important information.
At approximately 9am children will gather for our morning ‘Wondering Time’. This
may be a good opportunity for you to say farewell to your child if you are both feeling
happy and comfortable by then. Our educators are always available to support you
and your child as you say goodbye.
In the afternoon children will gather all together for a story or song at approximately
2:30pm. If you arrive early please be respectful as this is still an important learning
moment in your child's day at preschool. You are welcome to quietly join us on the mat
to listen and engage with our end of day group. If you would prefer to spend this time
helping out some jobs we would appreciate help with may include sweeping the floor,
completing puzzles, packing away blocks or helping to wash dishes etc.
Between 2:40pm & 2:45pm we will individually farewell each child, once we can see
their special person who is picking them up. We know your child will be so excited to
see you at the end of the day, if they do run to see you before being farewelled please
bring them back down to the mat and wait with them while we say goodbye. This will
support your child to understand our end of day routine whilst also allowing them to
see you! If you do need to leave earlier for a particular reason please let an educator
know so we can say goodbye earlier.
Children are encouraged to borrow books from our kindy library throughout the
year. We welcome you to be involved with choosing and borrowing books with
your children from the ‘Children’s Borrowing’ shelf. If you would like some
assistance borrowing books with your child please ask one of our educators, we
would be more than happy to help!

Help your children feel brave!

Sign in sheet: Notes column

If someone other than yourself
i s p i c k i n g u p yo u r c h i l d
(grandparent, childcare, friend
etc.) please write this in the
‘notes’ column in the morning.
They will also need to be listed
on your child’s enrolment form.
A reminder to also check the
‘notes’ column at the end of
the day as sometimes this will
say ‘see staff’ if we need to
speak with you.
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As you will have noticed our outdoor area has been transformed into an
amazing learning environment over the holidays! There is still a little bit more
work to do, so some areas of the yard have been fenced off. How exciting to
be able to watch the builders as they finish our learning spaces! We wonder
what they are creating? We are sure the children will initiate lots of
conversations and questions as they observe and notice what is happening
each day. We would love to hear what moments the children have recalled
and talked about with you at home!
We look forward to sharing our completed learning environment with our
preschool community at a celebration event later in the term.

5 of 6

Community Information
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