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Context and highlights
Educators at Wallaroo Preschool Centre have respect and relationships between children, families and educators at 
the forefront of our practice and pedagogy each and every day. Our extensively experienced, dedicated and 
qualified Early Childhood Educators continually acknowledge and appreciate the beautiful Nharrangga Land which 
we learn upon. We welcome children and families to explore this rich, natural environment and together discover 
and wonder about the world around them. Educators utilise spontaneous moments of play to intentionally teach and 
support children to develop dispositions for life-long learning such as curiosity, wonder, resilience, persistence while 
respecting and acknowledging each child’s individual strengths and sense of agency. Our philosophy and pedagogy 
is centred around inspiring environments to facilitate quality conversations and wondering between children and 
adults which supported our continuation of Beach Kindy for 2021. Having access to a shoreline so close to the 
preschool allowed us to walk in small groups to learn at the beach through exploratory play and discovery.
Throughout 2021 we had 50 children enrol, finishing the year with 47 enrolments including, 26% ATSI, 6% ESL.
With COVID restrictions making it challenging to hold many of our family events we were fortunate to hold our family 
night and AGM at the beginning of 2021. This allowed families to join together to make connections with familiar 
faces and speak with the educators. 
COVID planning and effective communication with families allowed easy drop offs and collection at the door. 
During the COVID lock down mid-year we offered home learning support to families whilst offering children of 
essential workers a skeleton staff to support their learning on site.
The Preschool received a grant for upgrades which we put towards reverse cycle air conditioners and an office 
refurbishment to allow for our growing team of educators. The Preschool ICT upgrade program provided educators 
with new devices and the preschool was one of the first sites to transition over to EMS for enrolment and record 
keeping.
Preschool educators were fortunate to take part in the Music Education Strategy to further develop skills in using 
music as a part of our everyday practice to expose children to more music, rhythm and beat which would enhance 
children’s language and phonological awareness.
We finished the year with another emotional Graduation Ceremony where we said farewell to 40 of our children to 
various schools across SA for their Reception year.

Governing council report
The 2021 Governing Council consisted of Alicia Wall (Chairperson), Jenny Geyser (Vice-Chairperson & Fundraising 
Committee), Jessica Measday (Secretary), Mark Sawyer (Treasurer), Anita Curzi (Fundraising Coordinator) and 
Bonnie Summerton.
This year the council worked with the restrictions in place just as we did last year and we were able to help with 
making choices for the Preschool by giving feedback about policy reviews, monitoring the budget, coming up with 
and implementing fundraising events and assisting in selling Preschool uniforms to the upcoming 2021 families at 
their transition visits.
Fundraising this year was very successful with our picture plates, Preschool photos, raffles and we were able to try 
something new this year with selling second hand books. We raised $1261.74 to go towards resources and 
upgrades for the Preschool.
Our Volunteering Award for outstanding service was this year awarded to Anita Curzi our fundraising Coordinator. 
Anita donated her time researching and organising several of our fundraising activities. 
We had a lovely group of committed parents on the 2021 Governing Council and thank you to everyone for their 
support towards the Wallaroo Preschool.
Alicia Wall
Chairperson 2021
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Our 2021 PQIP goal was “Children will build upon their ability to measure and compare their world.”
Our actions included:
*Educators will engage in professional learning including reading and critically reflecting as a team fortnightly at 
each staff meeting to increase our understanding of children's use of measurement and what this looks like in a 
preschool setting. From this we will implement one new strategy to increase children's use of measurement. We will 
reflect on our practice and provide evidence of how the strategy worked. Once tweaked or embedded the cycle will 
continue by trying another strategy.
*To make connections and recognise strengths of individual children and create a context to effectively provide 
stretch for each child in a timely and engaging way.
*As part of our cycle of planning educators will critically reflect on evidence of children's learning to specifically 
identify children's use of measurement and intentionally plan to provide further measurement learning opportunities 
for children. Educators will record 'group time' learning in our daily analysis book to allow for continuity and 
consolidation of learning. Educators will incorporate processes from the indicators into planning and documentation 
both at a whole group and individual level.
*Educators will share children's use of measurement in their world with families in a variety of formats (both written 
and photographic) such as facebook posts, documentation sent home and documentation around our preschool.
Our success criteria:
*Children will show increasing use of and engagement with applying early concepts of measurement within their 
world. They will use thinking aloud and measurement vocabulary referring to times, routines, comparison, units of 
measure and size.
It was evident though our documentation all children increased their thinking aloud to apply their concepts of 
measurement. Educators provided provocations such as measuring tools and adjuncts for children to utilize in their 
play and modelled use and function at both intentional whole group times and impromptu learning moments in 
children’s play.
*We will see children accessing resources to support their use of measurement such as tape measures, timers, 
scales as well as non-standard unit of measure resources. 
Having stations of resources available for children to use for a purpose provided children the tools necessary to 
develop their ideas and wondering about measurement.
*Through our pedagogical documentation we will notice children noticing and utilising measurable attributes and 
language in their play and learning and will show evidence of children describing, ordering, comparing and using 
measurement attributes.
The professional learning educators undertook around both pedagogical documentation and measurement showed 
growth in educators’ awareness and documentation of children’s learning and noticing around measurement. Most 
children engaged in a documented learning experience that showed evidence of children’s growth in their 
understanding as they described, ordered or compared using measurable objects.
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 46 45 41 39

2019 37 35 37 34

2020 47 N/A 47 48

2021 43 45 48 47

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 92.7% 90.9% 82.0% 92.7%

2019 centre 94.5% 91.4% 87.2% 92.3%

2020 centre 85.8% 70.6% 88.4%

2021 centre 83.6% 84.5% 82.8%  80%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
The children and families at Wallaroo are encouraged to attend Preschool every day they are enrolled unless the child 
is unwell. Families are encouraged to contact the preschool via text, email or phone call if their child will not be 
attending preschool and a follow up phone call from educators at the site generally follows any unexplained absences. 
Whilst Preschool opens at 8:45 children with it suggested to arrive before 9am to enable to most benefit of our morning 
wondering time that establishes a sense of belonging and sets up our days learning, the Wallaroo Preschool welcomes 
any child and family to arrive at whatever time they can best manage. We would rather children arrive later than not at 
all. The Preschool will also support families to access services if transport is a challenge for them to get to preschool. 
Some children experienced considerable illness during term 4 and one family with multiple children moved interstate 
without un-enrolling their children. 
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Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

8200 - Harvest Christian College 0.0% 11.8% 6.7% 10.3%
778 - Kadina Memorial School 30.0% 29.4% 31.1% 25.6%
9084 - St Mary MacKillop School 20.0% 23.5% 37.8% 28.2%
460 - Wallaroo Mines Primary School 7.0% 0.0% 0.0% 5.1%
459 - Wallaroo Primary School 35.0% 32.4% 24.4% 30.8%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Family opinion survey summary
Families at Wallaroo Preschool were invited to take part in an online survey at the end of the year to share what they 
loved about their child’s time at preschool and any suggestions for improvement. 
We had 7 responses and will reflect on this as we prepare our 2022 survey and offer paper copies for families who 
would prefer to complete their survey by hand. 
Our responses all had a positive focus on children’s learning through play and it was pleasing to see the values 
families placed on play. 
Families showed appreciation to the welcoming and warm educators that greet and teach the children at Wallaroo 
each day and said they valued our daily interactions. 
“The teachers love and care of the children.”
“They went above and beyond to help. Finding us support groups for our child and the family. We can also go up to 
any of the educators and talk about our issues and feelings and they will listen and do whatever they can to help.”
Parents noticed children were bringing home more music in their repertoire and valued our male relief teacher who 
became such an important part of our preschool with his guitar each visit.
Families loved our natural inspiring environment.
“We loved outside-the forest and the sand play area allows children to use their imaginations with unstructured play. 
Inside is always clean and tidy and inviting. It changed each term which my child found exciting.”
Some feedback included families loved seeing children's learning being shared via Facebook and would love even 
more sharing of children’s learning shared this way, which we will endeavor to do in 2022.

All educators have a current WWCC as a part of their authority to work. All volunteers, contractor and visiting 
practitioners from Health Services (Speech Pathologist, OT) are inducted to our site and provide their current WWCC 
prior to coming to the preschool. Evidence of these certificates and induction records are kept on site and updated as 
needed. 

Relevant history screening

Children accesses a variety of local schools in 2021. Wallaroo Primary is our closest DfE Primary school and 28% of 
children enrolled here. Other families enrolled their children at Saint Mary MacKillop School 20%, Kadina Memorial 
School 18%, Harvest Christian School 8% and Wallaroo Mines Primary School 6%. 6% of children moved into other 
regions and 14% of children will continue their preschool education at Wallaroo Preschool in 2022.

Destination schools comment

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $0
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $16,877
Other $0

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Educators to attend Pupil Free Days for whole site professional development-increasing educator 
capacity and knowledge around the guide books and Literacy and Numeracy Indicators.  
From here educators were able to further implement targeted teaching strategies for children to show 
progress in their literacy and numeracy development.

Increased educator capacity.
Children all showed progress in their L&N 
development.

Inclusive Education Support Program

For educators to be employed to support children who had barriers to learning, to allow them to be 
active and successful participants in the learning environment. More educators on site allowed for 
educators to be equitable in their approach and practice at Wallaroo Preschool.

Children were able to meet their goals of 
their One Plan and work towards 
developmental milestones in a positive and 
progressive way. 

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

Children who were bilingual had opportunities to develop their English vocabulary and grammar through 
play experiences facilitated by an experienced educator. 

Children were able to meet individual goals 
and expand upon their vocabulary confidence 
to use English in context to other children 
and educators.

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


